
New Jersey CCW Training



• At the range, down range is always the safest 
direction.

• Never point a firearm at anyone or anything that 
you are not willing to kill or destroy.

• Your trigger finger should always be placed along 
the slide for a semi-automatic or on the cylinder 
for a revolver.

• This ensures that safe habits are created.
• Carelessness while handling a firearm is NOT 

an option..

• Observe your prospective area of fire 
before you shoot.

• Never fire in a direction in which there 
are people or any other potential for 
mishap.





Loading A Revolver
Grasp the grip firmly and lay the handgun over into
the other hand. Release the cylinder latch and swing
the cylinder out between the thumb and two (2)
fingers. Using the right hand, place rounds in the
chamber. All this time, the handgun is kept pointed
toward the ground. When the cylinder is full, grasp
the grip with the right hand and gently close the
cylinder. Listen carefully for the snap of the catch to
indicate it is latched. Rotate the cylinder until it
clicks and locks into place. Do not sling or slam the
cylinder shut, as this damages the lock and can
allow the cylinder to misalign with the barrel and
cause severe injury or death. REMEMBER, ALWAYS
KEEP THE HANDGUN POINTED TOWARD THE
GROUND WHILE LOADING !!!

Unloading A Revolver
Using the same hand positions as when loading,
open the cylinder. Rotate your hand so the barrel
is pointed upward. With your thumb, press the
ejector rod and all six (6) rounds should fall out at
the same time. Always look to see that all
chambers are empty; then lay the handgun on the
bench with the cylinder still open. Practice will
make this process easier.

Loading A Semi-Automatic
Hold the handgun in your firing grip, with the index
finger along the outside of the trigger guard, pointed
upward. Insert a magazine that can be loaded with
one (1) round or full capacity. Grasp the slide with your
left hand and pull it fully to the rear and release. After
the slide closes, apply the safety with your left hand (if
applicable).

Unloading A Semi-Automatic
Using the same hand position as when loading, press the
magazine release and remove the magazine. If the slide is
forward or closed, with the left hand pull it to the open
position and lock. Check to see that the barrel is clear.
Bench the handgun. If holstering or transporting, release the
slide lock and close the slide. Pointing downward, lower the
hammer and holster or case the handgun.



 Places you may NOT carry concealed in New Jersey include but are 
not limited to: 

As always, you must comply with federal law restrictions.
 Any schools at any level, public or private and their premises including 

buses (elementary, middle and high school, colleges and universities)
 State parks
 Casinos
 The ferry to Ellis Island & Liberty Island, and the Statue of Liberty 

National Monument

Please refer to New Jersey state laws for an in depth breakdown or if 
you are unsure about where you can carry. 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/pdf/USCODE-2011-title18-
partI-chap44.pdf

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/pdf/USCODE-2011-title18-partI-chap44.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2011-title18/pdf/USCODE-2011-title18-partI-chap44.pdf


*The above list is subject to change at any time. Concealed Coalition does not make any 
representation that any of the information provided here is current or exact. You understand that it is 
your responsibility to research national, state, and local laws as it relates to permission to carry a 
firearm. https://www.njsp.org/firearms/firearms-faqs.shtml

Alabama Alaska Arizona Arkansas
Idaho Indiana Iowa Kansas
Kentucky Maine Michigan Minnesota 
Mississippi Missouri Montana Nebraska
New Hampshire North Carolina Ohio Oklahoma
South Dakota Tennessee Texas Utah
Vermont Virginia West Virginia

https://www.njsp.org/firearms/firearms-faqs.shtml


10 Concealed Carry 
Firearm Mistakes

• Not understanding your state’s laws or the state laws
of states you will be visiting or traveling through

• Failing to properly maintain your firearm and
ammunition you plan to carry

• Not building consistency into your carry practices

• Not testing your self defense ammunition at the
range

• Not preparing for the legal and financial aftermath of
a self defense shooting

• Doing the wrong type of training

• Believing you’ve ever had enough training

• Finding the right gun but the wrong holster

• Making a personal protection plan that only revolves
around firearm training and not about situational
awareness and conflict resolution

• Selecting the wrong firearm for you



YOUR firearm is YOUR responsibility 

Most unintentional firearm-related deaths among children 
occur in or around the home; 50 percent at the home of 

the victim, and 40 percent at the home of a friend or 
relative. 

-Stanford Children’s  Health

Don’t be the reason your child becomes a statistic,
practice safe firearm storage. 



How important is your call to 911?
If you ever have the misfortune of having to use deadly force, your 

next few conversations could determine the rest of your life!

Step 1 – Call 911
Establish yourself as the VICTIM!

Step 2 – Ask for police AND an ambulance 
Both yourself and the attacker will need an ambulance.

Step 3 – Give the operator your location 
Explain your location to the best of your ability to the operator.

Step 4 – Identify yourself  
Give the operator your full name and a strong description of yourself.

(Height, description of your clothing, any distinct features)
Step 5 – HANG UP!  

Your phone call to 911 is being recorded. Everything you tell the 911 
operator can be used against you in court. 



Thank you for choosing Concealed Coalition as your New Jersey Concealed Carry Certification 
provider! Below we have outlined the steps you will need to take to apply for your New Jersey 

Concealed Weapons Permit. 

Download the Application
Download your New Jersey concealed carry permit application here: 
https://www.nj.gov/njsp/firearms/forms.shtml

References 
You will need to obtain three references. You must have known each individual for more than three years. 

Visit A Notary
You will need to fill out the application and get three copies notarized. 

Take Your Photos 
To send in with your application, you will need to include passport photos. Go have your photo taken. 
- 2x2 color passport style
- You will need 4 copies

Apply in Person
To apply, you will need to go to your local state police station and bring the following:
- A copy of your training certificate
- Your Notarized applications
- Four 2x2 color passport style photographs taken within the last 30 days
- Consent form for a mental health search
- Justifiable reason for why you need to carry a handgun
- Payment of the $50 application fee (form of payment may vary by county, we suggest you call ahead to
confirm)

Fingerprinting
When you apply in person with the state police, they will fingerprint you on-site. 

Check Your Mail 
You will be notified by mail within 60 days if you have been approved or denied for your New Jersey 
Resident Concealed Carry Permit. 

Superior Court 
If you have been approved by the chief police officer, you will then need to present it to the Superior Court 
in your county. The court will then decide, if you are in good character, and issue you a concealed carry 
permit. 

*Remember that you must meet federal requirements to carry and posses a firearm. State and federal
requirements may differ, and if you break federal law, you could be prosecuted in federal court.

https://www.nj.gov/njsp/firearms/forms.shtml


The law has nothing to do with justice and justice has nothing to do with 
the truth. We only truly have the rights we can afford to defend.

 Almost all self-defense incidents have an attorney attached to them
because of the way our criminal and civil systems treat self-defense.

 On the criminal side, we don't think about acting in self-defense as
committing a "crime," but when we act in self-defense, we are
committing an action somewhere between assault and murder.
Whether that action is justified under the law gets determined after
the fact by a DA (District Attorney), Judge, or Jury of Your Peers.

 Likely be detained and may be arrested and must post bail

 Likely to have your firearm confiscated as evidence

DON’T LET THE WORST DAY OF YOUR 
LIFE RUIN THE REST OF YOUR LIFE!

Legal Protection for 
Self Defense

Go to www.concealedcoalition.com/signup
to see if you are eligible.

http://www.concealedcoalition.com/signup


Contact Us
877.835.7560

scheduling@concealedcoalition.com
www.concealedcoalition.com
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The NJSP, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General, is working to establish a new comprehensive training 

program for applicants who are applying for, or renewing, a permit to carry a handgun, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 58-4(g)(1) 

and (g)(2). See also N.J.S.A. 2C:58-4(d)(3).   In addition to online materials and firing range requirements, the newly 

developed training will include an in-person classroom component, where applicants will learn first-hand from 

authorized certified instructors the principles of lawful and safe handling and safe storage of firearms. The live 

component will be standardized across the state to ensure all applicants are provided the same meaningful opportunity 

to receive a permit to carry. Until such time that the new training is implemented, and in order to comply with the law, 

this document, as well as the training materials on safe handling and use found on the NJSP website shall be taught 

by a certified firearms instructor to all applicants. Certified firearms instructors remain responsible for ensuring that 

applicants for permits to carry handguns are properly trained and proficient before attesting to the applicant’s 

competence on the prescribed certification form. 

 

 
 

Prepared by: New Jersey State Police Division of Criminal Justice 

 
 

 

Firearms Investigation Unit     Office of Public Integrity & Accountability 

 
Department of Law and Public Safety 



   

Introduction: Use of Force Training for Civilians 
 

Unlike an active duty law enforcement officer, private citizens have no  

responsibilities to protect the public. When you obtain a concealed 

weapons permit, you are authorized to carry a firearm for personal 

protection. New Jersey law1 authorizes you, a private citizen, to carry a 

firearm if you meet certain criteria. 

 

However, it is important for you to understand your status. A private 

citizen is not required by law to take action to protect others2  unless 

there is a legal duty to protect that third  party. Often times, being a 

good witness is the best course of action. 
 

A private citizen is not vested with any of the special privileges or 

immunities of an active law enforcement officer. A private citizen is 

permitted or privileged by law to make an arrest and to use force in 

limited circumstances, which will be explained below. Again, it is 

important for you, as a private citizen, to have a thorough 

understanding of your status as it pertains to arrest and the use of force. 

 

Additionally, private citizens are prohibited from carrying a firearm 

into certain sensitive areasi. Prior to bringing a firearm to any location, 

the private citizen should check to determine if carrying a firearm is 

permitted in that location. Also, the concealed carry law does not 

permit the open carry of firearms, only concealed carry.ii 

 

Private citizens must disclose they are in possession of a firearm and 

must produce a permit upon request. 
 

I. Private Citizen’s Authority 
 

A. Authority to Arrest 
 

1. A private citizen is justified in making an arrest when 
 

a. an indictable offense was actually committed, and 
 

b. the private citizen has probable cause to believe that the 

person, the citizen has arrested, had committed. it.3 

However, “the citizen acts at his peril.”4 In order to be 

privileged to arrest, a private citizen must show that an 



   

indictable crime was actually committed and that the person 

arrested had committed the crime. A mistake as to law or 

fact does not excuse the private citizen’s actions.5 

 

Note: The law does not impose any legal obligation upon a 

private citizen to make an arrest. The private citizen should 

consider whether there is an immediate need to act or whether the 

matter could be handled by the appropriate uniformed law 

enforcement agency with the private citizen acting as a witness 

for the responding officer. 
 

2. A private citizen may arrest for an offense involving 

breach of the peace committed in his or her presence.6 

 

State law also permits a private citizen to arrest for 

violations of the disorderly persons laws committed in the 

citizen’s presence. The law provides: 
 

Whenever an offense is committed in his presence, any 

constable or police officer shall, and any other person 

may, apprehend without warrant or process any 

disorderly person, and take him before any magistrate of 

the county where apprehended.7 

"Presence" within this section means that arresting 

person knows of the offense by use of the senses. 8
 

 

4. When a private citizen makes an arrest, the citizen is 

required to take the arrested person without unnecessary 

delay before the nearest available judge where a criminal 

complaint should be filed.9 

 

5. To minimize any resistance, a private citizen should inform 

the person under arrest that the private citizen is making a 

citizen’s arrest. Where feasible, the private citizen should 

seek the assistance of a uniformed officer in making the 

citizen’s arrest. 
 

B. Use of Force 
 

A private citizen’s authority to make an arrest includes the 

right to use objectively reasonable and necessary force to 

effect the arrest. The force used must not be excessive in 



   

type or amount and proportional to the amount of 

resistance.10
 

 

C. Liability for Misuse of Force 
 

A private citizen who makes an illegal arrest or uses 

excessive force in making a citizen’s arrest may be subject to 

criminal charges, such as for assault, or be subject to civil 

legal action, such as for false arrest or false imprisonment, 

depending upon the nature of the action taken by the private 

citizen. 

 

A person’s actions may be based on special circumstances. 

When deciding on a proper course of action to determine 

whether force is necessary, things that should be considered 

include whether the person is having a mental health 

episode or if the person is in crisis due to drugs or alcohol. 
 

D. Legal Justifications for Use of Force 
 

Chapter 3 of the State’s Penal Code11 applies to both  law 

enforcement officers and to private citizens. Understand 

that N.J.C.A. 2C:3-1 et seq provides for possible defenses 

for the use of force. The statute does not provide 

permissions. Thus, you, private citizen, will not find many 

significant changes in the use of force concepts as they 

pertain to 

 

• self-defense, 
 

• defense of others, or 
 

• defense of property. 
 

Nevertheless, it is extremely important that you are 

familiar with these concepts so that you will act in 

accordance with the law. 

 

 
 

II. Reasonable Belief 
 



   

Reasonable belief is the cornerstone of all use of force. It is 

important that you, the private citizen, be able to state articulable, 

objective factors that support your conclusion that there was a 

basis or need for the use of force. A mere conclusion that force was 

necessary will not be sufficient. 

 

Reasonable belief is defined as an objective assessment based upon 

an evaluation of how a reasonable person with comparable training 

and experience would react to, or draw inferences from, the facts 

and circumstances confronting and known by the person at the 

scene. 
 

All use of force, by a private citizen, must be based on reasonable 

objective factors or inferences drawn from those factors at the 

moment force is used. 12
 

 

A key factor that should be considered is whether the actor poses 

an immediate or imminent threat to the safety of the private 

citizen or others. 
 

III. Imminent Danger 
 

In addition to a reasonable belief that the individual presents a 

threat, you must determine that there is an imminent need for 

the use of force. 
 

Imminent danger are threatened actions or outcomes that are 

immediately likely to occur during an encounter absent action 

by the retired officer. The period of time involved is dependent 

on the circumstances and facts evident in each situation and is 

not the same in all situations. The threatened harm does not 

have to be instantaneous, for example, imminent danger may be 

present even if a subject is not at that instant pointing a weapon 

at the private citizen, but is carrying a weapon and running for 

cover to gain a tactical advantage. 

 
 

IV. Force Options 
 

The private citizen must be familiar with the basic force options 

that may be available to respond to the use of force against the 

private citizen, to protect life or property or to prevent the 



   

commission of a crime 
 

In determining which force option is reasonable under the 

circumstances, the private citizen must remember the general 

basic concepts in using force: 
 

• If non-deadly force could reasonably be expected to 

accomplish the same objective as deadly force without 

unreasonably increasing the danger to the private citizen or 

others, then non deadly force should be used 
 

• The use of deadly force is the absolute last resort.13
 

 

A. Force Option: 
 

1. Constructive Authority - physical presence, voice 

commands. This is not a use of force. 
 

The private citizen must remember that the use of 

constructive authority or voice commands can be the most 

effective force option the private citizen has. More than 

95% of use of force encounters can be resolved with the 

proper use of voice commands. 

2. Physical Contact – This is a minimal amount of contact 

such as guiding someone or handcuffing.  
 

3. Physical Force – Used to overcome resistance.  This 

includes any physical restraining techniques, striking with 

the hands or feet, or certain pain compliance techniques. 
 

4. Mechanical Force – Any device or substance, other 

than a firearm, used to overcome a subject’s 

resistance to the exertion of the private citizen’s 

authority. 
 

A private citizen is not authorized under State law to possess 

a nightstick except under certain circumstances.14  However, 

the private citizen may possess a chemical agent, such as 

pepper spray, for self-defense.15 Citizens are also permitted 

to possess a conducted energy device (CED). 

 

The private citizen is limited to not more than 3/4 of an 

ounce of pepper spray. Thus, the private citizen cannot 



   

possess the larger size of pepper spray that an active duty 

law enforcement officer may possess. 
 

If a retired officer uses pepper spray or CED against a 

perpetrator, the retired officer should, where feasible, 

summon the immediate assistance of a uniformed officer or 

first aid squad to provide aftercare to the sprayed individual. 
 

5. Deadly Force - a firearm, knife or any object capable of 

causing serious bodily harm or death. 

 

V. Self Defense16
 

 

A. Core Elements 
 

• Reasonable belief 
 

• Force is imminently necessary 
 

B. Non deadly force - to protect the private citizen against 

unlawful force 
 

C. Deadly force - to protect the private citizen against death or 

serious bodily harm. 
 

D. Factors to consider: 
 

1. Retreat rule - a private citizen is not justified in using 

deadly force if the person 
 

a. knows that he or she can avoid the necessity of using 

deadly force 

b. with complete safety by retreating17
 

 

The duty to retreat applies in situations involving deadly 

force and non-deadly force. 
 

A person may point a firearm at another and not retreat 

where the need for self-protection is reasonably 

perceived and the person merely intends to create an 

apprehension in the aggressor that deadly force may be 

used.18
 



   

However, it is important that there be some justification 

for pointing a firearm at another person. Knowingly 

pointing a firearm at another person without 

justification could constitute an aggravated assault.19
 

 

2. Home owner’s retreat rule 
 

A person is not required to retreat from his or her 

dwelling before using deadly force. 

 

A person may stand at the threshold of his or her home and 

prevent an assailant from entering by any means.20
 

 

3. Home owner’s protection against intruders 
 

A homeowner may use non-deadly or deadly force upon an 

intruder who is unlawfully in a dwelling when the home 

owner reasonably believes that the force is immediately 

necessary to protect him or herself or other persons in the 

dwelling against the use of unlawful force by the intruder21
 

 

Reasonable belief exists when: 
 

a. the home owner, to protect him or herself or a third 

person, was in his or her own dwelling at the time of the 

offense or was privileged to be there and the encounter 

between the home owner and the intruder was sudden 

and unexpected, compelling the home owner to act 

instantly and 
 

b. the home owner reasonably believed that the intruder 

would inflict personal injury upon the home owner or 

others in the dwelling, or 
 

c. the home owner demanded that the intruder disarm, 

surrender or withdraw, and the intruder refused to do 

so.22
 

VI. Defense of Others23
 

 

A. Core elements 
 

• Reasonable belief 
 



   

• Force necessary to aid victim 
 

• Intervention is immediately necessary to aid victim 
 

B. The justification in using force to aid a third party is the 

same as for self-defense. The person who seeks to aid the 

third party victim must conclude that the victim needs 

assistance in defending him or herself. 
 

If the person who seeks to aid the victim reasonably believes that 

the victim’s life is in danger, the person may use deadly force in 

defense of the third party. 

Before using deadly force, the person should attempt to 

have the victim retreat from the scene. However, the 

victim’s failure to retreat does not prohibit justified 

intervention if the rescuer tried to cause the victim to 

retreat. 
 

A person who intervenes in a struggle under a reasonable but 

mistaken belief that he or she is protecting another who he 

assumes is being unlawfully assaulted would be exonerated 

from criminal liability.24
 

VII. Defense of Property25
 

 

A. Core elements 
 

• Reasonable belief 
 

• Force is immediately necessary 
 

• to prevent or terminate a criminal offense on the 

property 
 

B. But first, the person using force should 
 

1. order the intruder to stop unless 
 

2. it would be useless, dangerous or substantial harm would be 

done to the property 
 

C. Only non-deadly force is justified to protect property. Deadly 

force is never justified to protect property. Sometimes, 



   

however, the person using force may be confronted with a 

situation where there is a combination of defense of property 

and defense of a third party or self-defense. In those 

circumstances, deadly force may be justified. 
 

VIII. Use of Force to Prevent the Commission of a Criminal 

Offense26
 

 

A. A person is justified in using force upon or toward a third 

party if the person 
 

1. reasonably believes 
 

2. force is immediately necessary 
 

3. to prevent the other person from 
 

a. committing suicide 
 

b. inflicting serious bodily harm upon him or herself, or 
 

c. committing or consummating the commission of a 

crime involving or threatening bodily harm, damage to 

or loss of property or a breach of the peace 
 

B. Deadly force is only justified if the person using force 
 

1. reasonably believes 
 

2. it is likely that the person he or she seeks to prevent 

from committing a crime 
 

3. will endanger human life or inflict serious bodily harm 

upon another unless 
 

4. the commission or the consummation of the crime is 

prevented; and 
 

5. the use of deadly force presents no substantial risk of 

injury to innocent persons 

 

IX. Private Citizen Actions after Firearm use 

 



   

A. Law enforcement encounters with persons that are 

carrying a firearm can be tense. Private Citizens that are 

armed should comply with officer instructions.  

B. Should a private citizen need to draw a firearm, they 

should holster the firearm as soon as safe to do so. Do not 

approach an officer with an unholstered weapon. Do not 

make any sudden movements. Keep hand visible and away 

from the weapon. If an officer orders a person to the 

ground, that person should comply. Remember, the officer 

does not yet know whom they are encountering. 
 

X.  Reporting Deadly Force 
 

If a private citizen uses deadly force, the private citizen must 

report this incident to the law enforcement agency where the 

incident occurred and to the State Police immediately after the 

incident has occurred. 
 

 

 

 

XI. Summary 
 

The private citizen must be thoroughly familiar with the legal 

justifications for the use of force and must be familiar with the 

restrictions that apply when a private citizen uses force. The 

private citizen must review these use of force concepts each 

time he or she qualifies with the firearm. There can be no 

exceptions to the stringent requirements that apply to all 

persons authorized to carry a firearm. 
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Important Notice 
 

This training material is intended for the use of private citizens in order that 

they may qualify to carry a firearm pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:58-4. This 

material is intended to serve as a summary of legal concepts as they pertain to 

the law of arrest and use of force by a private citizen. It does not constitute 

the creation of a prescribed legal standard. It should not be construed as 

evidential in any criminal or civil proceeding. 

 

If a private citizen has a question regarding the law of arrest or the use of force,  

that person should consult with his or her attorney. 
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